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Choose the correct answer for each question.

1. Which one of the following is NOT an example of a persuasion technique?
a. Tigress jeans are available at your local Mega Mart store.
b. The very best mothers serve Longhorn Chili-in-a-can.
Cc. “Vote for me, and I promise our schools will improve. My opponent just wants to
cut the school budget!”
d. Our tires not only look better, but they ride better, too.

2. If you want to apply for a job, what should be three things you can do to search for the
information of your potential employers?
a. Check out their websites
b. Research their financial situations
c. Speak with people who work for them already
d. Watch the news to see if the companies are mentioned

3. Every Monday, your teacher gives you a quiz on the reading he assigned for the
weekend. Since he typically assigns at least 50 pages of textbook reading, the quizzes
are difficult and you have not gotten good grades on them so far.

Which answer represents the best ideas for solving this problem and improving your
grades?

a. Ask for the assignment earlier in the week

b. Get up an hour earlier on Monday morning to go over the reading

c. Get a good night’s sleep and eat a good breakfast before the quiz

d. Schedule in more time on Saturday and Sunday for reading and studying

4. What is the best conclusion for the argument that begins, “The other eight people in my
class...”?
a. like meatballs, so I should too.
b. who met the new principal like him, so | should too.
c. who studied Jorge’s notes always got D’s, so I will get a D too.
d. live in apartment on the south side of town, so I should live there too.

5. Youare trying to decide what car to buy. You make a chart that compares a two-seater
sports car, a two-door sedan, and a mini-SUV in three categories. What would not be
a suitable choice for a category?
a. Price c. Tire pressure
b. Gas mileage d. Storage capacity
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6. Which is a logical (reasonable) argument?

10.

a. |hadadreamthat I got a D on my Inferential Reading test, and it came true. If |
want to do better next time, | need to have a more positive dream.

b. Beth wanted to become a better driver, so she took a driving class and studied the
Motor Vehicles manual. Her driving really improved.

c. After a strong wind storm last October, all of the leaves were off the trees. That is
when | learned that wind is what makes the leaves fall.

d. When Max realized he was getting a cold, he started taking Cold-Go-Away. In
four days, he felt much better, thanks to the Cold-Go-Away.

You read a story in the newspaper about salary negotiations involving public
transportation workers. The workers are threatening (3) to go on strike tomorrow if
their needs for higher salary and better benefits are not met.
What represents an inference made from this situation?

a. Health insurance are very expensive.

b. Employers never like to meet salary demands.

c. The cost of gas will make ticket prices increase in the next few weeks.

d. People who ride the bus should look for possible alternative transportation.

In which case would it be better to do research in the library rather than on the Internet?
a. You are writing a report on recent Thai Supreme Court decision.

b. You want to know the historical performance of a stock () you are considering
buying.
c. You need to compare credit card interest rates.

d. You want to find out more about the old roads/paths through the forest in your
town.

Your dream is to spend a summer in Phuket. After some research, you conclude that
you will need 6,000 Baht for the trip.
Which answer represents the best choice for making your dream come true?

a. Cut 200 Baht per month of unnecessary spending, and save the money.

b. Ask family members and friends for donations.

c. Sell your car and use the money for the trip.

d. Look into a more reasonably priced destination for your summer trip.

What is wrong with this argument?
“You think we need a new regulation/rules to control air pollution? I think we have
already got too many regulations/rules. Politicians just love to pass new ones, and
control us even more than they already do. It makes us uncomfortable. . We definitely
do not need any new regulations.”

a. The person speaking has changed the subject.

b. The person speaking is running for political office.
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c. The person speaking doesn’t care about the environment.
d. The person speaking does not understand pollution.
11. Which is NOT a valid/acceptable argument?

a. There are six cans of tomatoes in the pantry, and another fourteen in the
basement. There are no other cans of tomatoes in his house. Therefore, he has
twenty cans of tomatoes in his house.

b. Everyone who drove to Lamphun on the Highway yesterday was late to work.
Jane was on the Highway. Jane was late to work.

¢. Huang lives in either Kansas City, Kansas, or Kansas City, Missouri. If he lives
in Kansas, then he is an American.

d. No one who eats in the cafeteria likes the pizza. My boss eats in the cafeteria.
Therefore, she does not like the pizza.

12. What is WRONG with the following argument?
America—Ilove it, or leave it!
a. It does not tell you how to lowe it.
b. There is nothing wrong with the argument.
c. It presents only two options, when in fact there are many more.
d. Itimplies that if you leave the country on vacation, you do not love it.

13.  Which of these situations does NOT require problem solving?

a. After you get new computer home, you find that there is no mouse in the
box.

b. Everyone on your team wants to celebrate at the Burger Palace, but you just ate
there last night.

c.  When you get your pictures back from being developed, you realize that there
are someone else’s.

d. Your lecturer asks you to finish a report for tomorrow morning, but it is your
boy/girlfriend’s birthday and you promised you would take him/her to celebrate
together tonight.

14. Which type of website most likely provides the most objective/unbiased information
about Abraham Lincoln?

a. www.members.aol.com/LeeV/Lincoln lover.html: homepage of a history
professor who wrote a book on Lincoln’s presidency

b. www.southernpower.org/assassination: a Confederate group’s site on famous
assassinations, most pages devoted to Lincoln

¢. www.lincolndata.edu: site of a historical preservation group that archives
Lincoln’s correspondence

d. www.alincoln-library.com: from the presidential library in Springfield, lllinois,
devoted to telling the life story of the sixteenth president



http://www.members.aol.com/LeeV/Lincoln%20lover.html:%20home
http://www.southernpower.org/assassination:%20%20a
http://www.lincolndata.edu/
http://www.alincoln-library.com/
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15. What is the most likely cause of the following: “Our football team has been
undefeated this season.”
a. Some of our team members went to hockey camp over the summer.
b. We have a new coach who works the team hard.
c. 1 wore my lucky sweater to every home game.
d. The other teams do not have new uniforms.

16. What is WRONG with the “logic” of the following statement?
“How can you believe his testimony? He is a convicted felon/criminal!”
a. The person speaking has a bias against criminals.
b. A convicted felon cannot testify in a court of law.
c. The person speaking obviously did not attend law school.
d. The fact that the person testifying was convicted of a crime does not mean he is

lying.

17. Evidence shows that the people who live in the Antarctic score higher on happiness
surveys than those who live in Florida.
Which is the best conclusion that can be drawn from this data?
a. Those in the Antarctic who scored high on a happiness survey probably like
SNOW.
b. People in colder climates are happier than those in warmer climates.
Floridians would be happier if they moved to the Antarctic.
d. There are only happy people in the Antarctic.

1

Read the paragraph and answer the following two questions.

I always knew | wanted to be a marine biologist. When | was six, my parents took me to an
aquarium, and | was hooked. But it was in college, when | got to work on an ocean research
cruise that I decided to specialize in oceanography. The trip was sponsored by the Plankton
Investigative Service, and our goal was to collect as many different types of the microscopic
plants and animals as we could, in order to see what, if any, impact the increased number of
fishermen had on the marine ecosystem. Our group was divided into two teams, each
responsible for gathering a different type of plankton. Working with the phytoplankton,
especially the blue-green small algae, was fantastic. We measured the chlorophyll in the water
to determine where, and in what quantity the phytoplankton were. This worked well because
the water was so clear, free of sediment and contaminants.

18. What is phytoplankton?
a. Atype of fish
b. A marine animal
c. A microscopic plant
d. Another name for chlorophyll
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19. The author says her group was investigating whether more fishermen in the area of study

reduced the supply of fish.

made more work for marine biologists.

a positive impact on the local economy.

a negative impact on the health of the surrounding waters.

20. You want to sell your three-year-old car and buy a new one. Which website would
probably give you the best information on how to sell a used car?

a.

www.carbuyingtips.com: everything you need to know before you shop for your
new car

www.newwheels.com: research every make and model of Detroit’s latest
offerings

www.autotrader.com: get the latest pricing and reviews for new and used cars;
tips on detailing for a higher price.

www.betterbusinessbureau.org: provides free consumer and business education;
consult us before you get started in your new business!

21. Which explanation is weakest?

a.
b.
C.
d.

I can’t wear my new shirt tomorrow because it is in the wash.

Jose’s homework was late because it was not turned/handed in on time.

We do not have new textbooks this year because the school budget was cut.
Gas prices are so high that many people are not going on long trips anymore.

22. Which of these problems is most severe/serious?

a.
b.
C.

You lose track of your schedule and forget to study for a big exam.

You can’t find one of the books you need to study for a big exam.

Your professor is sick and misses class on the morning you are supposed to take a
big exam.

The big exam is harder than you thought it would be and includes a section you
did not study.

23. What is the most important reason for evaluating information found on the Internet?

a.
b.

Web writers ae usually biased.

Information found in print is almost always more accurate than that found on the
Internet.

Authors who publish on the Internet are typically/normally less skilled than those
who publish in print.

. Anyone can publish on the Internet; there is no guarantee that what you are

reading is truthful or objective.


http://www.carbuyingtips.com/
http://www.newwheels.com/
http://www.autotrader.com/
http://www.betterbusinessbureau.org/

24,

25.
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What is wrong with the following argument?
“We should not change our grading system to numbers instead of letters. The next
thing you know, they will take our names away and refer to us numbers, too!”

a. Students should not have a say in the type of grading system for their schools.

b. It does not explain why they want to get rid of letter grades.

¢. There is nothing wrong with the argument.

d. The conclusion is too extreme/strong.

Which phrase is an example of hyperbole?
a. These bags of books weighs a ton!
b. You are not the world’s best cook.
c. Inaperfect world, there would be no war.
d. He drives almost as fast as a Nascar/ car racing driver.
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