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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed to

1. Study how the idea is“intiated to form the gathering of Tai-Puan women to
produce local textile in Ban Padang, Tambol Nongphayom, Amphoe Tapanhin, Pichit Province

2. Study the roles and-functions of the gathering of Tai-Puan women in operating
the business producing the local textile

3. Study the roles and functions of the gathering of Tai-Paun women in developing
the process of producing the local textile

This,study is qualitative research. The means of collecting data is mixed, including
formal .and “informal interviews. The questions for interviewing are both patterned and
nonpatterned. Then the data are organized and classified according to the research objectives.
The finding of the study is presented by means of description. The conclusions of the findings
are as follows :

The idea to produce the local textile is initiated to solve the problems of the unstable
prices of the agricultural products in Ban Padang, Tambol Nongphayom, Amphoe Tapanhin,
Pichit province. The main objective is to conserve and revive the traditional methods and

techniques of producing this local handicraft which are almost forgotten so that these methods



and techniques can be handed down to the younger generation. Moreover, this local textile is
hoped to become well-known for the general public. For this purpose, the gathering members
have the power to bargain with the consumers and the raw-material sellers over the prices. The
members can control and develop the quality to become better and they can also create a unity in
the community.

The findings also show the roles and functions of the gathering of Tai-Puan women
in the center. These women set up the business system in the local.textile, producing for all
members to follow so that they have the same procedures in the same direction;and they can also
develop better qualities of their products. It is also convenient for them to seek for financial
supports for future production and marketing.

For the development of the producing process of the local textile in Ban Padang, the
findings show that the gathering of Tai-Puan women has developed the raw materials for their
weaving. They have selected inexpensive but better quality silk. They also help develop the
pattern called “Mud Lai Mhee” to dye this kind of silk into different colours. As for the weaving

patterns, they have tried to invent new patterns as alternatives for the market.
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