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Abstract

In terms of planting the alternative environmentally friendly crop in Mae Hong Son Province
under the cooperation of community, there are purposes of the study which are to learn the fact about
the crops and their systems of planting that are aligned with the appropriate system to grow along with
the Mae Hong Son economy, social, and environmental aspects, to analyse the alternative model under
the production that is environmentally friendly under the cooperative community, and to conduct the
manual of producing alternative crop and policy implication for sustainable environmental
management.

This research covers the areas of Mae Hong Son which consist of 7 districts. The research
founds that the agricultural economy situation of Mae Hong Son province appears to be the source of
the verity of important economic crops and fertile forest. The studied areas are filled with biodiversity,
the climate that is suitable for plant production in order to meet the market’s needs. Moreover, there
are many channels of contacts with neighbour countries. The population that is working in the
agricultural sector are accounted for 59.02 per cent of the total population. There is 73.87 per cent of
the farmers' households of the overall province. In addition, there are farmer institutions such as farmer
groups, farmer groups, farmer housewives group, Young Farmer Group And community/network
enterprise groups.

The results of an assessment of environmental factors affecting the selection of plants that
are environmentally friendly shows that the strength factors include the abundance of forests, the

climate that is suitable for the production of plants that the market needs, the readiness of the farmer in



the areas, and the channels in contact with many neighbour countries. However, there are some
weakness points which consists of the limitations in the conservation forest area, the use of chemicals
in agriculture, and the farmers are attached to monoculture. In terms of the factors that create
opportunities, there are policies that support various developments from the government sector, trends
in Ecotourism and safe agricultural. For the factors that create obstacles, there are haze problems,
limitations in the land law and transportation infrastructure.

For a suitable alternative plant in Mae Hong Son province, it was found that the type of garlic
plant is the most suitable for the area as the garlic is fit with the area condition and there are supporting
the market. Moreover, the garlic plant has been cultivated for a long time since the past. For the garden
plant, the Tiger-Stripe Bean is the most suitable, followed by coffee because of the advantage in the
area of planting with appropriate weather and humidity and can be planted along with the forests. While
the cabbage is the most suitable for the vegetable, the pumpkin is a plant that is suitable for appropriate
costs with low levels of chemical use.

Furthermore, the study indicates that the well-qualified area for planting is Mae La Not
district that fitted for the coffee and Chinese cabbage (Phak Lui), Mae Sariang district is most suitable
for growing Konjac, Mueang Mae Hong Son district is suitable to grow Tiger-Stripe Bean and sesame
seeds, Pai is suitable for growing garlic and pumpkin, Khun Yuam district is suitable for growing
highland rice, And Pang Ma Pha district is suitable for planting cauliflower, while Sop Moei district is
found to be the second most suitable area for growing crops.

The results from analysis to find ways to promote Mae Hong Son development strategy or
policy on the issue of making agriculture an alternative and environmentally friendly illustrates that the
integrity of natural resource and biodiversity should be preserved, restored, and increased. Moreover,
Ecotourism should be promoted while developing eco-friendly tourist sites. Besides, there should be a
campaign to reduce the use of chemicals in agricultural areas along with promoting safe farming, not
trespassing the forest area, and reducing the burning of agricultural materials. Finally, there should be

the development of infrastructure systems, trade links, border trade, and investment.
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