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ABSTRACT

This research had the objectives to Study the history and beliefs related to Buddhist
cosmology concepts as well as the symbols and art forms of Lanna paintings reflecting such
concepts in order to synthesize the knowledge to create inspiration and guidelines for the creation
of contemporary art as a mean of conserving and carrying on the culture of Buddhist thinking.
This creative accomplishment is also an artistic medium profoundly reflecting the Buddhist
teaching or Dharma. The result of the research showed that the Buddhist cosmology concept
could be an important concept to explain human spiritual structure through imaginative creation
of abstraction by comparing it to the corresponding concrete aspects of nature based on the view
of the people in the past. The cosmology in Buddhist concept refers to the three worlds: the
nether or sensual world, the corporeal world and the ethereal or formless world which indicates
the status of all creatures, including the physical features and components of the universe or
cosmos. In the Lanna social and cultural contexts, the cosmology concept has become an
important basis of the old wisdom depicting their strong faith in Buddhism and the monarchy as
seen in their literatures as well as arts. In the study of Lanna painting in terms of concept, symbol

and art forms, it was found that the study of cosmology concept found in the paintings related to



the story of the Buddha, the Jataka, folk literature as well as that which is conveyed through
forms, symbols and the creation techniques related to other kinds of art disciplines found in
Lanna Buddhist sites in a holistic manner. The success in the creation also reflected the profound
meaning of Buddhist Dharma. Moreover, the researcher was able to make use of the knowledge
acquired from the study to be the inspiration of creating contemporary art works in the form of
mixed media and installation through interpretation and carrying on the thinking culture which is

the product of Buddhist intellect.
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